
Minutes of the Meeting 

Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum   
  

September 12, 2019 

  
  
Attendees: 
  
James Arpante 

Jeanne Bresnehan 

Amy Chin 

Vickie Donahue 

Scott Eldridge          (Need email, thanks) 

Marilyn Manning 

Carol Messerschmitt 
Nancy McNabb 

Florian Ptak 

Alex Reczkowski 
Bernie Scapin 

Ross Shuart  
  
Before the meeting a group photograph was taken 
by The Eagle photographer. 
  
Amy opened the meeting at 3 o’clock. 
  
The Minutes of June 13 were approved. 
  
The Treasurer’s Report was reviewed.  As of August 31, 2019, 
there is $37,052.02 in assets.   Scott Eldridge has agreed to take 
on the position of treasurer, and the Board approved his 
appointment. 
  
President’s Report: 
  



Three thank you notes were received:  one from Pregnancy 
Support Services of Berkshire County for two bags of parent 
resource books, one from the South Congregational Church for 
books, and one from the Literacy Volunteers of Berkshire County 
for our $500 donation for the “Links for Literacy” Golf Tournament 
and for decorating a golf hole. 
  
Amy thanked everyone who was part of the Melville weekend. 
  
The Barnes and Noble Book Fair on July 27 earned $135.41 for 
the Library. 
  
There will be an article written by Amy in the next issue of “Voice 
for America’s Libraries United” magazine written by Amy in the 
next issue. 
  
Cathy Congelosi submitted a list of 606 best sellers purchased by 
the Library.  
  
The National Friends of Libraries will be October 20 – 26th.  There 
will be festivities celebrating the week. 
  
The General Meeting will take place October 24 at 3 p.m., in the 
Auditorium, followed by the Executive Committee meeting at 3:30. 
  
Library Director’s Report: 
  
Rosamond Rice has donated $l,000 to the library in honor of 
Kathy Reilly. 
  
The Library of Things is growing. 
  
Alex is working on the Annual Report. 
  
Nominating Committee: 



  
The Executive Committee will consist of the following: 
  
James Arpante 

Jeanne Bresnehan 

Amy Chin 

Vickie Donahue 

Scott Eldridge 

Marilyn Manning 

Carol Messerschmitt 
Nancy McNabb 

Florian Ptak 

Bernie Scapin 

Ross Shuart 
  
Membership Report: 
 

There was no membership report this month. 
  
Programs: 
  
Marilyn Manning’s programs are off to a great start. 
  
Dr. Andrew Vidich conducted a meditation workshop to a very 
interested audience last week. 
  
There are four programs in September, four in October, two in 
November, and two in December.  Two of the programs will be 
partially funded by Council Corporation Grants.  Vickie Donahue 
has graciously consented to supervise four yoga classes 
beginning September 27. 
  
Book Sale: 
 



Nancy lamented the loss of some volunteers for serious 
reasons.  She is anxious to recruit replacements.  
  
She reported that there would be no more 78 records sold after 
this sale, along with music cassettes. Also, Amy will send out an 
email blast describing the condition of donations that are 
acceptable.  
  
A garage workday was discussed, but was tabled until key 
volunteers return from vacations.  
  
Newsletter: 
 

Ross thanks everyone who sent in articles for the newsletters.  It 
will be printed September 19.  
  
Publicity: 
 

The Eagle will present a Fall Preview.  We will have an ad, along 
with our usual Book Sale ads, ten days before the sale. 
  
We were not in the last Berkshire Week.   James expects to talk 
to The Eagle about this.  We also expect to be in The 
Eagle stand-alone magazine, “Get to Know Your Berkshire 
Business”. 
  
Library Store: 
 

The new branded tee shirts and bags are doing well.  
  
New Business: 
  
Acting Treasurer, Florian Ptak, led a discussion on caution 
regarding our finances for the coming year.  



He recommended that a reserve of an adequate amount of 
resources e.g. the $20,000 currently in the Friends CDs, should 
be kept to deal with emergencies due to unforeseen 
circumstances.  
  

It was decided to continue a police presence at the book sale. 
  
The Barnes and Noble Book Fair in December was tabled, along 
with a plaque on the podium and the Friends brochure. 
  
The meeting closed at 4:30. 
  
The next meeting will be October 24, 2019, Annual General 
Meeting at 3 p.m.  The Executive Committee Meeting will be at 
3:30. 
  
  
Respectfully submitted, 
  
Jeanne Bresnehan 
 


