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From the President 

Welcome to the Autumn edition of our newsletter. I love 
the fall activities around the library. Pumpkin carving, the 
annual children’s costume parade, yoga classes, the 
much-anticipated Jazz Prodigy Concert as part of Berk-
shires Jazz Week. Who will it be this year? Check inside 
this newsletter to find out. And who could forget the ever-
popular PHS Chamber Orchestra’s annual performance 
led by Alla Zernitskaya. Arrive early, this concert fills up 
the auditorium.  

New this year – Tarot Reading program and workshop for 
both adults and teens. This sounds intriguing. Beyond 
these wonderful and always free programs, we’ve got a 
very full schedule of adult programs to please all interests 
from history buffs to painters, from book lovers to dance 
enthusiasts. Drop in and enjoy.  

United for Libraries, a division of American Library Asso-
ciation, announces National Friends of Libraries Week, 
October 20-26. This is a time for patrons to show their 
appreciation for all that Friends organizations do for li-
braries, their staff and the community they serve. Ways 
you can show your appreciation? Become a member of 
the Friends, write a thank you note to the Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, renew your membership, and 
come in to the library to see all the ways the Friends 
make our Berkshire Athenaeum a better place for the 
whole community. The Friends will be celebrating, too. 
We will have activities all week to help celebrate the oc-
casion: free goodies in the Food Zone, free giveaways, ½ 

(Continued on page 4) 

Book Sale Results 

The Summer Book sale was yet another success due to 
the hard work of the book sale volunteers and the 
continued interest of our patrons. Thank you to one and 
all! 

The Book Sale brought in $16,858, plus $1755 in 
memberships (including one new life member), with the 
Friends Store adding $68. 

Many thanks are due to the Friends volunteer book 
sorters, as well has haulers, luggers, organizers and 
others, all coordinated by Nancy McNabb, our book sale 
chair. Assistance provided by the library staff  has been 
invaluable as well. 

Annual General Meeting 

The Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum will be held on Thursday, October 
24

th
 at 3 PM, during National Friends of Libraries Week. It 

will be held in the Athenaeum auditorium. All members of 
the Friends are invited to attend and participate in the 
vote for the organization's officers, plus other matters that 
may be on the agenda. An Executive Committee meeting 
will be held immediately after the AGM. 

Elections will be held for the following offices. The names 
given are those proposed by the Nominating Committee, 
but additional nomination may be made from the floor 
during the meeting. 

Electoral Slate: 

President—Amy Chin 

Vice-president—Vicki Donahue 

Secretary—Jeanne Bresnahan 

Treasurer—Scott Eldridge 

Executive Committee members: 

James Arpante 
Marilyn Manning 
Nancy McNabb 
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 FALL BOOK SALE 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

These events are all free and take place in the Audito-
rium unless otherwise noted. 

From Marilyn Manning, Programs Chair 

Thursday, October 3 at 7 PM: Book talk, Gritty Berk-
shires, about North County, presented by Maynard Sei-
der, retired sociology professor at M.C.L.A 

Friday, October 4 at noon: Free yoga class taught by 
Amanda Raymond. Please bring a mat. 

Wednesday, October 9, 6 – 7:30 PM: Tarot Reading Pro-
gram presented by Darlene of Crystal Wellness. Space is 
limited. Preregister at (413) 499 9480, Ext. 4 or through 
the events calendar at pittsfieldlibrary.org. Have your li-
brary card at hand when registering. 

Friday, October 11 at noon: Free yoga class taught by 
Amanda Raymond. Please bring a mat. 

Saturday, October 12 at 2 PM: Carol Cohen brings for-
mer first lady Eleanor Roosevelt to the Athenaeum. 

Wednesday, October 16 at 7 PM: Jazz Prodigy Concert. 
Performer Anton Kot, piano and drums, will perform with 
a trio of Berkshire musicians. The Friends of the Berk-
shire Athenaeum are pleased to support Berkshire Jazz 
Inc. 

Friday, October 18 at noon: Free Yoga class with 
Amanda Raymond. Please bring a mat. 

Saturday, November 2 at 2 PM: The Small World Dance 
Troup honors the heroes of WWII with music and dance 
from the 1940’s. This program is supported by a grant 
from the Pittsfield Cultural Council which is supported by 
the Massachusetts Cultural Council as well as the 
Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum. 

Schedule of Adult Events 

Thursday, Nov. 7 

4 - 8 PM Friends Night 

(Open exclusively to mem-
bers.) 

Friday, Nov. 8 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Saturday, Nov. 9 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Get the best selection — become a Friend — join at the door! 

Upcoming Book Sale 
From Nancy McNabb, Book Sale Chair. 

Fall Book Sale 

Our Summer Book Sale was very successful, but the 
garage is still overflowing with donations and we now 
have many books in some popular categories: Christmas, 
Fitness, and an expanded cooking section in the Friends’ 
room. We also have some old radio cassettes and a 
selection of stationery. This sale we will offer a gift 
wrapping service for a nominal fee. 

Thursday, November 7, from 4 to 8 PM: Members only 
evening of the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum Book 
Sale. 

Friday, November 8 from 10 AM to 4 PM: All are wel-
come to the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum Book 
Sale. 

Saturday, November 9 from 10 AM to 4 PM: All are wel-
come to the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum Book 
Sale. 

Tuesday, November 19 at 6 PM: The Pittsfield High 
School Chamber Orchestra, directed by Alla Zernitskaya, 
performs their annual concert at the Athenaeum. 

Tuesday, December 10, 6 – 8 PM: Greg Maicheck art 
lesson. “Sail Away on the Craft of Pastel Painting”. Pre-
registration is necessary. Call 499 9480, Ext. 4 or register 
through the events calendar at pittsfieldlibrary.org. Have 
your library card at hand when registering. 

Thursday, December 12 at 7 PM: Boppa Chua! Mark 
Black’s History of the 1950s and 60s through Popular 
Song. 

http://pittsfieldlibrary.org
http://pittsfieldlibrary.org
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discuss a nominee title from the 2019-2020 MA 
Children’s Book Award. Loan copies of each month’s title 
will be provided to participants. To foster an open 
dialogue this program is limited to youths grade 4 – 6 and 
their caregivers. Pizza will be served  

10/15 (10/1)- New Kid  

11/12 (10/28)- The Girl Who Drank the Moon 

12/17 (12/3) - The Crossover  

Family Programs 

Halloween Costume “Swap”. Sat. October 5, 1 – 4 PM. 
We are all about Reduce, Reuse, Recycle here at the 
Athenaeum, so we’re giving our community members a 
chance to clean out their closets and pass on their clean, 
gently used, age appropriate costumes on to another. 
Costume donations will be accepted from September 9 to 
October 2, you do not need to donate a costume to select 
a new-to-you costume at the “Swap”. On Saturday, Oct. 
5, we’ll have all of our donations displayed in the 
auditorium for families to browse, selection is first-come-
first-served and limited to whatever has been donated.  
Please only one costume selection per youth. 

Annual Pumpkin Carving Spooktacular. Sat. Oct. 26, 
10 AM – 2 PM. We'll provide the pumpkins, and 
decorating supplies, you bring your imagination and 
sense of wonder! All attendees are encouraged to wear 
costumes. Don't have a costume? No problem. The 
Children's Library will have a face-painting station and a 
mask-making craft. Refreshments will be provided. The 
event is free and open to the public. Pumpkins cannot be 
reserved, and will be available on a first-come-first-
served basis. 

Children’s Costume Parade. Thurs., October 31 at 
10:30 AM. Starting in the Children's Library our Kids 
Costume Parade will wind through the entire building, 
trick or treating along the way! Guests are welcome to 
stay after the parade for more Halloween fun in the 
Auditorium! 

Family Scavenger Hunt. Sat., Nov. 16, 10 AM – 4:30 
PM. Starting in the Children's Library families will follow a 
series of clues through the entire building, leading them 
to the treasure chest! All families who complete the hunt 
will be entered into a raffle drawing for 1 of 2 family packs 
to the Beacon Cinema. Due to the staggered start times 
registration is required! The first start time is 10:15 then 
every 15 minutes after that. The last start time is 4:00 
PM. This is an all ages, family friendly event. Registration 
for specific time slots is required, registration opens Nov. 
1. 

DIY Candy Cottage. Thurs., Dec. 5, 6 PM. Get in the 
winter spirit during this DIY Candy Cottage workshop. All 
supplies will be provided, all you’ll need to bring is your 
imagination and creativity! Registration is required, 
registrations will be accepted from Nov. 18 to Dec. 2. 

(Continued on page 5) 

CHILDREN ’S AND YOUNG ADULT 2019  
Summer Activities  FREE 

Children’s Library 
Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-499-9480, Ext 5 
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org 

All programs are generously sponsored by The Friends of 
the Berkshire Athenaeum. Children under 10 years old 
may not be left unattended in the Library.  

To register, please, call Carli at (413) 499-9480 x108 or e
-mail her at Carli@pittsfieldlibrary.org. Unless stated, no 
registration is required. 

Children’s Activities 

Weekly Programs 

Tiny Tots Story Time w/ CFCE 

Every Monday, 10 AM.  

A play group and story time for ages birth-2. 

Preschool Play and Learn w/ CFCE  

Every Thursday, 10 AM 

A parent/child program that is centered around a theme 
from children’s literature and integrates literacy, math, 
fine and gross motor skills. A variety of exploration 
opportunities for children 3 to 5 years old. 

Both of the above two programs are facilitated by 
Pittsfield Coordinated Family & Community Engagement. 

Lego Club (Gr. 1 and up) 

Every Thursday, 3 – 5 PM. 

An informal group for Lego lovers to build as far as their 
imagination can take them with our huge selection! 

Monthly Programs 

Monthly Make & Take (Gr. 2 – 5 )  

One Wednesday a month, 5:30 – 7:00 PM, dates below. 

Registration for each session will begin 2- weeks prior to 
the session, see parentheses for the registration date. 

Each month youths and their caregivers will have their 
own fun creation to take home. This program is best 
suited for youths grades 2 – 5, however siblings are 
welcome. All supplies will be provided.  

10/23 (10/11) - Felt Monster Plushie 

11/20 (11/6) - Recycled Bird Feeder (peanut butter free)  

12/18 (12/4) - Snow globe 

Read with Me: A Caregiver & Child Book Club (Gr. 4 – 6) 

One Tuesday a month, 5:30-7:00 PM, dates below 

Registration for each session will begin 2- weeks prior to 
the session, see parentheses for the registration date. 

Every month caregivers and their youth will come 
together with the Children’s Librarian to eat pizza and 
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3-D Printing Drop-In Hours 

From Jessica Yurkofsky, Technology Engagement Librarian. 

Oct. 3, Nov. 7 and Dec. 5, 2 to 4 pm 

Every first Thursday of the month, we're holding 3D 
Printing Drop-In Hours from 2 – 4 pm at the Reference 
Department. This is an opportunity for community 
members of all ages and experience levels to take the 
next step with 3D printing projects, whether it's printing a 
model they already created, exploring software options 
for modeling, or just learning a little bit more about how 
the process works. Patrons are invited to come with ideas 
and questions, or just show up; we'll have workstations 
and creative prompts ready. 

If you can't make drop-in hours, email 
info@pittsfieldlibrary.org to set up a time. Contact Jess 
(jessica@pittsfieldlibrary.org) with more questions. 

Melville at 200 Celebration 

From Amy Chin, President. 

In a celebration marking the 200
th
 anniversary of Herman 

Melville’s birth, The Berkshire Athenaeum in Pittsfield, 
Massachusetts was officially designated a Literary 
Landmark on Thursday, August 1 at 1:00 PM. Herman 
Melville lived in Pittsfield from 1850 to 1863, his most 
prolific time as a writer and the place where he wrote 
“Moby-Dick, or The Whale” (1851), “Pierre, or The 
Ambiguities” (1852), “Israel Potter: His Fifty Years in 
Exile” (1855), “The Piazza Tales” (1856), “The 
Confidence Man” (1857), and began his work “On Battle 
Pieces And Aspects Of War,” “Clarel, A Poem And 
Pilgrimage In The Holy Land,” and other works. 

Attending the ceremony were Library Director, Alex 
Reczkowski; members of the Board of Trustees of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum; Executive Director of the 
Berkshire County Historical Society at Herman Melville’s 
Arrowhead, Leslie Herzberg; President of the Friends of 
the Berkshire Athenaeum, Amy Chin; The Mayor of 
Pittsfield, Linda Tyer; State Representative, Tricia Farley-
Bouvier; State Senator, Adam Hinds; and descendants of 
Herman Melville. Also attending the ceremony were 
approximately 60 patrons and friends of the library.  

The idea to apply for a literary landmark at the Berkshire 
Athenaeum began three years ago with Amy Chin, who 
had read about it in a United for Libraries newsletter. 
Consulting with Alex Reczkowski, it was clear that 
Herman Melville was the right candidate and the timing 
was perfect as August 1, 2019, would be the 200

th
 

anniversary of his birth. “Being accepted by United for 
Libraries as a Literary Landmark, taking part in this 
magnificent 200

th
 birthday celebration in collaboration 

with Arrowhead, and then unveiling this plaque, a 
permanent testament in Pittsfield not only as Melville’s 
favorite home but also in recognition of the vast Melville 
historical collection, is a dream come true for me, and I 
am deeply grateful to all those who were a part of the 
team to make it happen,” said Ms. Chin.   

For over 75 years the Berkshire Athenaeum has been 
the home of the largest collection of Melville Family 
Personal Memorabilia in the world, as well as one of the 
largest research collections available for the pursuit of 
scholarly research pertaining to the life and work of 
Herman Melville. 

The Herman Melville Memorial Room was established in 
1953, through the planning and generosity of Dr. Henry 
A. Murray of Harvard University. In addition to Dr. 
Murray, the principal donors were Eleanor Metcalf, 
Frances Osborne, Katherine Binnian and Jeannette 
Chapin, granddaughters of Herman Melville, and his 
grandnieces, Agnes, Helen and Margaret Morewood. 
Kathleen Reilly, Local History & Melville Collections 
Curator and expert for the past 40 years, welcomed two 
of Melville’s descendants, Peter Whittemore and 
Rebecca Weinman, to the proceedings and expressed 
gratitude to them as representatives of their forward-
thinking and generous ancestors! Melville scholars from 

(Continued on page 5) 

price memberships, and more. We also hold our Annual 
General Meeting on Thursday, October 24 in the audito-
rium, open to the public. Come hear what we’re doing 
and what’s coming up next year. Active members can 
vote on the slate of officers. 

Thinking about volunteering? Yes! We always have a 
place for you. See the article inside or send an email to 
friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org. 

Thank you for your support of the Friends. See you in the 
library. 

Amy Chin, Friends President 

friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

413-499-9493 

(Continued from page 1) 

Genealogy Workshops 

Basic Hands on Genealogy with Alan Doyle Horbal, 
genealogist. 

Five workshops will be held on October 15, 22, 29, 
November 12 and 19, Tuesdays. There will be two 
sessions each day, from 2 – 4 pm or 5:15 – 7:00 pm. 

Outline and instruction on researching the 1900, 1910, 
1920, 1930 and 1940 U.S. Census. Discover how to find 
your ancestors’ emigration to the U.S. using the http://
stevemorse.org website and the www.ellisisland.org 
website, along with several other databases. Discover 
how to search for family members outside of the U.S. 
using http://familysearch.org. We will explore England, 
Canada, Poland and other countries. 

All students must have an e-mail account and be 
computer literate. Space is limited - register early. We 
ask that you attend all five classes. You may bring your 
own laptop or use a library one for the 2 to 4 class.  You 
MUST bring your own device for the 5:15 to 7 class. 
Laptops will not be available. 

This course is free and is sponsored by The Berkshire 
Athenaeum and The Berkshire Family History 
Association. Register by calling the Local History and 
Genealogy Department at 499-9480 x106. 

From the President 

mailto:info@pittsfieldlibrary.org
mailto:jessica@pittsfieldlibrary.org
https://pittsfieldlibrary.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a534545505b07b24dced05312&id=bb92294f64&e=e74c978976
https://pittsfieldlibrary.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a534545505b07b24dced05312&id=bb92294f64&e=e74c978976
https://pittsfieldlibrary.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a534545505b07b24dced05312&id=4b2b027f70&e=e74c978976
https://pittsfieldlibrary.us5.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a534545505b07b24dced05312&id=090f6c8d6e&e=e74c978976


Saturday Story Time. Sat., Dec. 14 at 10:30. Start your 
weekend right with some silly songs, exciting stories and 
a fun craft! Pajamas welcome, stuffed animals 
encouraged, light snack will be provided. Best suited to 
Preschool age, however siblings are welcome! 

Winter Break Programming 

Snowman Story Time. Mon. 12/23 10am. An all ages 
story time celebrating a winter staple, snowmen! Stories, 

(Continued from page 3) 
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songs and a craft. 

Lego Club (Gr. 1 and up) Thursday 12/26, 3 – 5 PM. 

An informal group for Lego lovers to build as far as their 
imagination can take them with our huge selection! 

Family Movie. Friday 12/27, 2 PM. Enjoy a relaxing 
afternoon watching a family movie on the big screen. 
Movie TBD. Popcorn will be provided. 

Winter Story Time w/ CFCE. Mon. 12/31 10 AM. An all 
ages story time to celebrate winter! Stories, songs and a 
craft. 

New to Knitting. Mon. 12/30 & Tues.12/31 10:00 – 
12:00. A 2-day basic knitting workshop for beginners in 
Grades 4 – 8. All supplies will be provided, please plan 
on attending both days. Registration is required. 

Sew Basic (Gr. 4 – 8). Mon.12/ 30 & Tues.12/31 1:00p – 
3:00p. Through the creation of a felt plushie, youths will 
learn the basics of hand sewing and embroidery in this 2-
day workshop. All supplies will be provided, please plan 
on attending both days. Registration is required. 

Teen and Young Adult Activities 

Except for the special events, these are all held in the YA 
Department. 

Weekly Programs 

Teen Mural Design Team. Every Monday at 3 PM. Help 
to brainstorm, sketch, plan, and paint a window mural in 
the YA department  that represents our library and 
community! 

Dungeons & Dragons. Every Thursday at 3:30PM. 
Create an original character and role-play with peers 
through a unique fantasy setting. Registration required! 

Less Frequent Programs 

Teen Tech: Reboot. Every other Tuesday at 3 PM. 
Meets Oct. 8, 22, Nov. 5, 19, Dec. 3, 17. Are you 
interested in building a website? Creating a game?  
Sharing your technological skills with people in your 
community? Or do you have an idea for a tech based 
program you’d like to participate in? Then join Teen Tech: 
Reboot!  

Untitled: Graphic Novel Book Club.  

2
nd

 Tuesday of the Month, 4 PM. Next sessions: Nov. 12 
and Dec. 10. Each month we’ll meet to discuss a different 
graphic novel, loan copies can be requested at 
registration. Pizza will be provided! 

Special Events 

Registration is required for both of these Auditorium 
events. 

Teen Tarot Card Reading Workshop. Wednesday, 
October 9

th
 at 4 PM. Darlene of Crystal Wellness will be 

running a workshop on the history and meaning behind 
Tarot cards. Each participant will receive a 1-card 
reading.  

Frankentoy Lab. Wednesday, Oct. 30
th
 at 4 PM. 

Destroy! Rebuild! Create FRANKENTOYS! A workshop 
for the Sid in all of us; take apart old toys and create 
something new and TERRIFYING! 

around the world come to the Berkshire Athenaeum to 
take advantage of the collection and have graciously 
contributed copies of their books, articles and research, 
helping to maintain the importance and relevance of the 
collection. 

Currently, the Athenaeum is preparing to receive the 
research collection of prominent Melville scholar, 
Professor Hershel Parker, who wrote the definitive two 
volume biography of Melville’s life, as well as many other 
scholarly works. Professor Parker often speaks of his 
association with the Berkshire Athenaeum which traces 
back to his first visit in 1962 as he was working on one of 
his initial research projects relating to the work of Herman 
Melville. He has visited the Athenaeum many times over 
the years and has contributed generously to projects we 
have carried out to preserve and make accessible our 
Melville holdings. This year, as Professor Parker looked 
to find a permanent home for his extensive Melville 
research collections, the Athenaeum agreed to become 
the repository for this wonderful treasure trove.  

“Today, on his 200
th
 birthday, we come together to 

celebrate Herman Melville. I stand in the Herman Melville 
Memorial Room thinking about how I struggled with Billy 
Budd in my freshman rhetoric course, and now I stand 
before the desk where Bill Budd was written,” said Library 
Director, Alex Reczkowski. “Indeed, there are days where 
the spectre of Melville and the power of his work feels like 
it looms over me, its own white whale challenging me to 
appreciate its power and meaning in full, trying to 
understand the immensity of meaning in our collection, 
and working to preserve, to share, to honor that power.” 

(Continued from page 4) 

Melville at 200 

LL plaque unveiling with Alex Reczkowski, Athenaeum 

Director and Amy Chin, Friends President 



Please Join the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
If you like what the Friends do for the library, consider becoming a member in one of the following categories: 

Name   _______________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ 

E-Mail Address   ________________________________ 

Phone Number   ________________________________ 

New Member  □ Renewal Membership  □ 

I would like to volunteer for one of the following committees: 

 □ Book sale □ Membership □ Publicity 

 □ Programming □ Executive 

Please tear off and return with your check 
 payable to Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Your contribution is Tax Deductible 

 □ Friend $10.00 

 □ Family 25.00 

 □ Supporter 50.00 

 □ Patron 100.00 

 □ Benefactor 200.00 

 □ Lifetime Member 500.00 

 □ Other ___________ 

Mail to: Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 121 

Pittsfield, MA 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Don’t miss the Fall Book Sale (see inside) 


