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LIBRARY CLOSINGS: 
Monday, April 16, Patriots’ Day 

Monday, May 28, Memorial Day 

Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

From the President 

With February and March came many a snowstorm and a 
few Nor’easters (it seemed weekly) thrown in and thus 
some program cancellations or scheduling shuffles. We 
had quite a scare in the days leading up to our Spring 
Book Sale on March 8 with the biggest Nor’easter 
threatening to dump 24” of white stuff and gusts of winds 
toppling trees onto electrical wires. But we “weathered” 
through it and our book sale broke all records again! See 
the book sale article for details. Congratulations to 
everyone who diligently worked through stormy days 
setting up and working the sale and a big THANK YOU to 
our faithful shoppers who came out despite it all once 
again proving we are made of hearty New England (and 
New York) stock.  

Speaking of the book sale, it takes many, many hands to 
put on our three book sales each year. This is a golden 
opportunity for you if you are looking for a way to help the 
Friends. Monday and Wednesday mornings from 9:00 to 
11:30 AM volunteers gather year-round. We have many 
different tasks from carting books up from the garage (are 
you strong, we can use you!), to sorting by category, to 
pricing, to shelving and lots of other steps in between. 
Book sale help not your cup of tea? We sure could use 
someone to fold letters, stamp and seal envelopes for our 
monthly membership renewals. Or perhaps you are an 
artistic sort or graphic designer. Have we got a job for 
you! We are looking for someone to help send out the 
emails of our great programming and other 
announcements or to create posters and flyers for 
upcoming events. Have another talent you think would 
help us? Let us know! You can choose your hours, do as 
little as an hour a month or as much as you can handle. 
We would love your help. We have a new email address 
where you can contact us for information about volunteer 
opportunities: jointhefriends@pittsfieldlibrary.org. Thank 
you! 

This newsletter is delivered in print form to the homes of 
current active members and online at our website: http://
www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/friends_newsletter.html. Printing 
and postage costs are high, and it would be great to be 
environmentally conscious and save paper. We’re taking 
a survey; would you like a print or digital version of the 
newsletter (see tear-off form on this newsletter)? The 
online version is in color! It comes out via email link 
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March Book Sale 

From Nancy McNabb, Book Sale Chair. 

A Blizzard of a Sale! 

Wow - In spite of the weather, they came from all over: 
Maine, NJ, Glens Falls, Worcester, etc. The total for the 
sale came to $16,281, plus $75 for the Friends Store and 
$855 in memberships. Saturday’s total was $4481. That 
is a new record for Saturday. it shows that the increased 
advertising in the Eagle and Gazette pay off. 

Thank You 

Thank you Jim Arpante for that increased advertising. 

There are so many special thank yous. First of all to 
Sharon Mercier and Bob Cancilla for being the book sale 
Treasurers. A frustrating job but so necessary. 

A special thank you to Alex, Luciano and Steve and 
Kevin for their support of the sale. Alex was so helpful 
Thursday night and with the clean up. A true lugger. 

Art and Sharon Larsen were super helpful with set up, 
clean up and with helping customers. More lugging. 

The organization done by so many helps sell. We receive 
so many compliments. Barbara Milensky put in extra 
effort to organize fiction as she is still recovering from the 
flu. Bernie Scapin and Terri Walsh did a super job with 
many categories. History sold very well. 

Our newest volunteers Lana Peck and Mariya Zade were 
welcome additions to our team and were especially 
helpful with cleanup. 

Marilyn Manning did her usual wonderful job with 
children's and with the goodies Thursday night and 
cashiering. Jeanne Bresnahan, (who also sold the shirts 
and bags), Judy Gitelson, Sue Posthauer, Margaret 
Hintz, Kate O'Brien and Bea Dasilva were great as 
cashiers. The new credit card machines worked well and 
a special thank you to Kate for teaching me how to use it. 

Book Sale—continued on page 5 

President’s Message — continued on page 5 
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  SUMMER BOOK SALE 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

The event is free and open to the public, co- sponsored 
by the Berkshire Athenaeum and Junior League of 
Berkshire County. For more information, please call Alex 
Geller, Outreach Librarian, at 413-499-9480, ext. 202  

Saturday, April 28 at 2PM. “Tea and Chocolate” 
presented by Kim Larkin of Kreative Kreations. There will 
be sampling. Preregistration required. Register through 
the library’s website of contact the reference desk (413) 
499 9480. 

Thursday, May 3 at 7 PM. Moonshine Holler performs 
Appalachian style music for a evening of foot tapping fun. 

Thursday, May 10, 6 to 9 PM. At the Country Club of 
Pittsfield, 639 South St. The Berkshire Family History 
Association will host Julie Roberts Szczepankiewicz, who 
will speak on "The ABCs of DNA: First Steps in 
Understanding and Using Your DNA Test Results" and 
"Finding Uncle Frank: Confirming the Identity of a Soldier 
Buried Under the Wrong Name". The BFHA has had a 
close association with the Friends since the closure of the 
local National Archives Annex in 2011 and the transfer of 
its records to the library. 
Contact the BFHA at bfhainc@gmail.com for more information and 
required preregistration. 

Monday, May 21 at 7 PM. “Edible Perennial Gardening 
and Landscaping” presented by John Root. 

Thursday, May 31 at 7 PM. “Mark Twain: An American 
Life” presented with music, readings and visuals by Judy 
and Dennis Cook. 

Tuesday, June 12 at 7 PM. The Berkshire Hills Chorus 
performs a cappella music for your enjoyment. 
Attendance at library programs constitutes consent to be photographed; 
photos may be used in print or electronic publicity for the Berkshire 
Athenaeum. 

These events are all free and take place in the 
Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 

Wednesdays, April 4 – May 2, 6:30-7:30 PM. “Shake 
Your Soul” exercise program led by certified instructor 
Barbara Pastie. All ages welcome to move and groove to 
world music. 

Thursday, April 12, 6:30 to 8PM. “Simple Techniques to 
Release Your Inner Artist” taught by Janet Schwartz. 
Preregistration required. Register through the library’s 
website or contact the reference desk, (413) 499 9480.  
This program is brought to you in part by a Pittsfield Cultural Council 
Grant, which is supported by a Massachusetts Cultural Council Grant. 

Friday, April 13, 2 to 4 PM. In honor of National Library 
Week, the Berkshire Athenaeum invites you to our 
inaugural "Speed Repping" event. What is “Speed 
Repping”? Much like speed dating, Speed Repping 
provides community members three minutes to sit down 
with their representatives in a one-on-one setting and ask 
them questions about who they are, what they do, voice 
concerns, or offer suggestions. Mayor Linda Tyer, State 
Senator Adam Hinds, State Representative Tricia Farley-
Bouvier, Director of Administrative Services Roberta 
McCulloch-Dews, and City Council President Peter 
Marchetti will be at the Athenaeum to engage thoughtfully 
with the people they serve. 

How can you participate? Arrive at the Berkshire 
Athenaeum auditorium starting at 1 pm and sign up to 
speak with the representative of your choice. 
Appointments will be scheduled on a first come, first 
served basis. You are welcome and encouraged to 
schedule appointments with more than one 
representative. 

Schedule of Adult Events 

Thursday, July 12 

4 - 8 PM Friends Night 

(Open exclusively to 
members.) 

Friday, July 13 
10 AM - 4 PM  

Saturday, July 14 
10 AM - 4 PM  

Get the best selection — become a Friend — join at the door! 

tel:(413)%20499-9480
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Monday Morning Story Time at 10 AM 

Tiny Tots—Stories and Activities for babies and toddlers 
ages 0-2 

April 2, 9, 23, 30 
May 7, 14, 21 
June 4, 11, 18, 25 

Thursday Morning Play & Learn at 10 AM 

Stories and Activities for preschoolers ages 3-5 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
June 7, 14, 21, 28 

Lego Club 

Lego Club meets every Thursday at 3:30 PM 

April 5, 12, 19, 26 
May 3, 10, 17, 24, 31 
June 7, 14, 21, 28 

Summer Reading 

Summer Reading at the Berkshire Athenaeum, with its 
“Libraries Rock” theme, starts Monday, June 28 at the 
Pittsfield Suns game and will last about two months.. 
Details will be announced on the library website.  

Short Story Contest 

Applications for the Children's and Young Adults’ Short 
Story Contest will be available sometime in May. Details 
will be announced on the library website (or ask at the 
Children’s Desk). The Awards Ceremony and Reception 
will be in August, exact date is still to be arranged. 

Special Events 

April 7, 10am to 1 pm. School Readiness Fair 

April 8-14; National Library Week 

To celebrate National Library Week, the Friends are 
sponsoring a Teen Book Giveaway: all teens are 
encouraged to stop by the Young Adults' Department and 
select a free book or magazine while supplies last. Limit 
of one free item per teen. 

Tuesday, April 17, 2pm. Jerry Schneider Butterfly Guy. 
Jerry will talk all about butterflies, their habitats and 
habits in a fun presentation. After kids will decorate t-
shirts to bring home with them. Kids will need to bring 
their own white t-shirts to decorate. 

CHILDREN’S 2018  
Summer Activities  FREE 

Children’s Activities — continued on page 4 

Children’s Library 
Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-499-9480, Ext 5 
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org 

New Supervisor 

From Alex Reczkowski, Director, Berkshire Athenaeum 

WELCOME! 

Samantha Cesario 

New Children's and Youth Services Supervisor 

On January 22, 2018, Samantha "Sam" Cesario joined the 
team as the new leader of Youth Services. Sam comes to 
the Athenaeum from the Williamstown Public Library, where 
she gained a following at her weekly craft and story times, 
developed staff and patron technology training, and even 
started a book club at a local brewery. Sam has previous 
experience working with the YMCA and the Department of 
Children and Families as a supervisor for children and 
family visitation, developing youth collections at two 
libraries, and serving as a Literacy Interventionist in 
Springfield with the AmeriCorps*VISTA program. Sam 
earned her Masters in Library Science degree from the 
University of Albany in 2015. 

Sam is most excited about growing our Youth Services 
department to offer a range of resources and programming 
to show our local youth how much the library has to offer 
them. 

In Sam's first month here, she has made changes to our 
physical space to offer a warmer, more welcoming 
environment for our youngest patrons and their families. 
When asked what she's most proud of so far, Sam said, "So 
far I am most proud of empowering my staff to be more 
involved in the planning and vision of the Children's Library. 
Together we have planned full weeks of programming for 
both February and April break, as well as adding Lego Club 
to our weekly program roster. The response from the 
patrons has already been incredible, and we're all working 
to keep that momentum moving!" 

Summer reading is coming together thanks to the support of 
the Friends. This year's theme is "Libraries Rock!" We have 
scheduled several music performers, arranged a drumming 
program, and are building a calendar of on-going weekly 
programming we can offer families throughout the summer. 
It is sure to be an exciting summer for the Berkshire 
Athenaeum! 
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SURVEY 
Please fill out this survey, tear off and 

send or deliver to: 
 

Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
1 Wendell Ave 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Newsletter Delivery Choices 

  Print form 

  Online 
  (www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/friends_newsletter.html)  

  Both 

Summer Book Sale 

There is a large ad for the summer book sale in this 
issue. The sale will be July 12

th
, 13

th
 and 14

th
. Check the 

ad for the hours. 

Wednesday, April 18, 1pm. "Billy Budd in the Breadbox" 
presented by Berkshire Theater Group.  

Saturday, April 21, 1pm- Whale of a Tale Soap Making 
Workshop. REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED, only 20 
spots available. This workshop is designed for children 
ages 5 and up. Each participant will make their own 
creation using glycerin-based soap and adding colors, 
glitter and scents. The process does not involve 
traditional soap making techniques, so there is no lye 
exposure. Once the concoction has cooled slightly, we 
will add cosmetic grade glitter, colors, essential oil 
(optional), embed the rubber toy whales and decorate the 
tops with white soap curls, to make it look like waves. At 
the end of the workshop each participant will take their 
handmade soap home, it can be unmolded the following 
day and used right away. Soap is approximately 4 oz. 
with a 2” rubber whale and overall measurements of 
2.75” x 2.75”. Since the soap can get hot, a parent or 
guardian must be present for children under the age of 10 
to lend a helping hand. 

Questions? 

If you have any questions about the Children’s and 
Young Adult Department, please call Samantha Cesario 
at 413-499-9480 x203 or email her at 
samantha@pittsfieldlibrary.org. Thank you! 

WORD PUZZLE 

SPRINGTIME IS FOR GROWING! 

 

F L O W E R J D Z V 

O P O T R S R B E O 

V W U H D U B O Q Q 

Z N W A S N L Q O F 

R G A B V L C C P T 

Y R T S E I G W E S 

K O E E L G J A T O 

A W R E E H N Z A I 

U X A D A T R M L L 

U F D G F W B U D P 

 

Find the words below in the puzzle above. Words can be 
horizontal, vertical or diagonal. 

 

Children’s Activities — continued from page 3 

SUNLIGHT PETAL 

FLOWER WATER 

LEAF POT 

GROW ROOT 

SEED BUD 

SOIL  

DONATE! 
Gently used books, movies, music, puzzles, 

and games are always welcome at the 
Friends’ Book Sale. 

Please try to get donations in early to help the 
Friends sort and organize for the next sale. The 
next sale is July, so donations April to June are 

appreciated. Of course, we will still take donations 
anytime. 

The Friends need your donations of gently used material. 

Books, CDs, DVDs, VHS, audio books, cassettes, puzzles and 

games. Please leave at adult or children's circulation desk. 

Large loads please alert library staff or the Friends who 

are available Monday and Wednesday, 9 to 11:30 AM. We 

have limited pickup capability if you are unable to deliver to 

the library. Please don’t leave donations on the loading dock; 

they can get wet. Ask Children’s Dept. to open garage door. 

What is a codex? It’s a book! The term was originally 
used to distinguish a work with separate sheets, bound 
together, from a scroll. Since almost all physical books 
now have this form, the term is currently used mostly 
for ancient handwritten manuscripts. 

tel:(413)%20499-9480
mailto:samantha@pittsfieldlibrary.org
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Volunteers Needed 
Please help.  We need volunteer help for the book sale, publicity, graphic design, book pickups, administrative and 

more. Contact Sara Rohrwasser, our new volunteer coordinator, at jointhefriends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

And thank you Amy Chin for getting them for us and for 
your instruction. 

DVDs were half price for the entire sale and CDs from 
noon on Sat. Both sold well as did vinyl. Thank you Helen 
Busby, Sandy Gero, Bonnie Lingoski and Richard 
Dauchy for their help in organizing those areas. 

It was great to see Vicki Donahue back for the sale as 
well as Rosemarie Whitman. And to welcome back Lois 
Williamson as a sorter. Good to see Elaine Cancilla, 
recovered from pneumonia helping with the sale. As 
always, it is great to have Ella and Felicia Deane help 
with the sale. 

Recruiting, organizing and staffing the book minder table 
is a huge job undertaken by Rosamond Rice. Her helpers 
include Elenore Selin, Kathy Eddy, Ruth Austin and Ann 
Menard. 

Ross Shuart who does our old books and the newsletter 
deserves special thanks. This e-mail, for the most part is 
my newsletter submission. 

Other sorters who were away for the sale include Jeanne 
Cornell, Ed Jacques and Paula Dambrauskas. Florian 
Ptak and Jan Cullen who work in the garage and do a lot 
of lugging for us. 

Amy Chin would like to personally thank Sharon Mercier, 
Eileen Hoffman, Carol Maynard and Gail Ryan for 
handling the membership table Thursday night. It's not an 
easy job, especially with the 1:00 PM crowd lining up to 
get the first number cards. Thank you for keeping your 
cool and doing things efficiently and swiftly. 

Also, thank you to the whole library staff, especially 
reference and circulation who fielded calls and emails all 
day Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday in anticipation of 
the nor'easter for keeping all our book sale buyers up to 
date and for going the extra mile taking time from your 
regular duties. 

An additional thank you to our donors and customers who 
make this all possible. 

Book Sale—continued from page 1 

From Madeline Kelly 

The Library, in partnership with the Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum, Alchemy Initiative and Hancock 
Shaker Village, is honored to host the Berkshire Seed 
Library. The Berkshire Seed Library provides healthy, 
viable seeds for the community to plant, grow, and 
harvest as well as workshops and classes on gardening 
and seed saving. 

A highly successful kickoff event on Saturday, February 
17, brought out library visitors of all ages to learn about 
starting a garden, to make chia pets, and to take home 
seeds. We have already given out over 300 seed packets 
and signed 14 first-time library users up for library cards.  

The Berkshire Seed Library was featured in the Pittsfield 
Gazette, Berkshire Eagle, Good Morning, Pittsfield, and 
the John Krol Show. 

Following are some frequently asked questions about the 
Berkshire Seed Library. 

Who can check out seeds? 

A: All C/W Mars Library card holders. 

Q: How many seeds can I check out? 

A: 10 packets per year. 

Q: Do I have to return seeds at the end of the 

season? 

A: Not necessarily. If you feel comfortable saving your 
seeds after harvest, then please do! We will offer how-to 
classes throughout the year. You can always donate a 
packet or two of open pollinated/heirloom commercial 
seeds. 

Q: How do I check out seeds? 

1. Stop at the Reference Desk to complete a Berkshire 
Seed Library Membership form. Membership is free. 

2. Choose the variety of seed you want and check out at 
the Reference Desk, where staff will record your choice 
on the reverse side of your membership forms. 

3. Choose any seeds that you like and don’t worry if you 
can’t save seeds at first. We just want you to get your 
hands in the ground and learn about growing your own 
food. 

Watch for more news about the BSL including informative 

programming and a changing inventory of seeds. Go to 

www.pittsfieldlibrary.org for the most up to date information. 

A Sign of Spring — The Berkshire Seed Library has 

bloomed!  

before the print version arrives at your home and it saves 
money! Plus, it reduces your trash. A win/win for you, for 
us and for Mother Earth. Please take the time to fill out 
the survey and send it back to us or respond via email to 
friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org with the subject line: 
“newsletter.” We so appreciate your response. 

Enjoy all that spring has to offer at your Pittsfield Public 
Library! 

Amy Chin, Friends President 

friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

President’s Message — continued from page 1 



Please Join the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
If you like what the Friends do for the library, consider becoming a member in one of the following categories: 

Name   _______________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ 

E-Mail Address   ________________________________ 

Phone Number   ________________________________ 

New Member  □ Renewal Membership  □ 

I would like to volunteer for one of the following committees: 

 □ Book sale □ Membership □ Publicity 

 □ Programming □ Executive 

Please tear off and return with your check 
 payable to Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Your contribution is Tax Deductible 

 □ Friend $10.00 

 □ Family 25.00 

 □ Supporter 50.00 

 □ Patron 100.00 

 □ Benefactor 200.00 

 □ Lifetime Member 500.00 

 □ Other ___________ 

Mail to: Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Non-Profit Org. 

U.S. Postage 

PAID 

Permit No. 121 

Pittsfield, MA 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Don’t miss the Summer Book Sale (see inside) 


