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Please donate 

your gently used 

books for our 

book sales 

Spring Book Sale 

From Nancy McNabb, Book Sale Chair. 

A huge thank you for another very successful book sale. 
Thursday was the biggest night for a Spring Sale with 
about $8816 in sales, Friday was another record for a 
spring sale $4648. Saturday was $3366 for a total of 
$16830. That is nearly $1000 more than we made in 
Spring 2018. We have been overwhelmed with donations 
to the point we had a garage work day to organize the 
thousands of books are generous donors have brought to 
us. Hopefully, all this will be in the summer sale. 

Our regular sorters who work every Monday and 
Wednesday  include: Helen Busby, Bob Cancilla, Jeanne 
Cornell, Jan Cullen, Paula Dambrauskas, Richard 
Dauchy, Bea DaSilva, Vicki Donahue, Sandy Gero, 
Margaret Hintz, Ed Jacques, Bonnie Lingoski, Susan 
Luba, Marilyn Manning, Sharon Mercier, Barbara 
Milensky, Lana Peck, Florian Ptak, Shiffra and Martin 
Perlmutter, Sue Posthauer, Rosamond Rice, Bernie 
Scapin, Ross Shuart, Terry Walsh, Lois Williamson and 
Mariya Zede. 

We welcome new helpers Adele Cukor, Kathie Parsons-
Boenitz and Rick Leib.  

Others who helped with the sale include: Ruth Austin, 
Jeanne Bresnehan, Ella Deane, Kathy Eddy, Judy 
Gitelsen, Art & Sharon Larsen, Kate O’Brien, and 
Rosemarie Whitman. 

Also, a huge thank you to the fellows from Soldier On, 
who helped carry books out for our customers on 
Thursday evening. 

We look forward to seeing everyone back in July. 

Upcoming Book Sale 

Summer Book Sale 

Our Spring Book Sale was very successful, but the 
garage is still overflowing with donations and we now 
have many books in some popular categories. We plan to 
have both a STEM cart along with a Performing Arts cart 
for the summer sale. For fun we will have Italy. 

A big thank you to our donors and customers who make 
this all possible. 

See the ad on the next page for the dates and times. 

From the President 

Greetings readers. This issue of the Friends Newsletter 
contains articles about new offerings your library has 
available from Kanopy streaming services. Other library 
features and services include a Foundation Directory 
database for searching for grants; the next issue will have 
more on this, but if you need it sooner, ask at the 
Reference Desk. And let’s not forget about the Optilec 
brand magnifier and text-to-speech device that is able to 
magnify letters and articles, and then read them back in a 
spoken voice (not a machine voice). It magnifies photos 
and anything else, too. 

These are just a few examples of what the library has to 
offer. Did you know you can also borrow games for family 
game nights? You don’t have to go out and buy 
expensive games when you can borrow them from the 
library with just your library card. We also have 
backpacks for borrowing, filled with supplies for your day 
hike. More and more libraries are listening to what their 
patrons are asking for and building a Library of Things 
available for borrowing. There’s a great article about it 
here: http://bit.ly/LibofThings. Cooking supplies, hardware 
and tools, bicycles, musical instruments, sewing 
machines, are all available for borrowing.  

The Berkshire Athenaeum continues to grow it’s Library 
of Things in order to serve the community better and to 
stay relevant in the 21

st
 century. Beyond that, the library 

is a place to come and read quietly or just sit and relax. 
Our “Food Zone” offers a place to snack while you read 
or converse with a friend; or charge your mobile device 
on our super fast charging station. We have conference 
rooms available for public meetings, as well.  

So, if you’re looking for more than just books, DVD’s, 
magazines, audio books, computers, research materials, 
and great children’s and adult programs, come on in and 
check out the Pittsfield Public Library. You just might be 
surprised what you find. 

Amy Chin, Friends President 

friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

http://bit.ly/LibofThings
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 SUMMER BOOK SALE 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

These events are all free and take place in the 
Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 

Adult Events Program 

From Marilyn Manning, Programs Chair 

Wednesday, April 3, 10, 17, 24, and May 1 at 6:30 PM. 
Barbara Pastie, certified instructor, returns with the 
movement and exercise program, “Shake Your Soul”. 
Fun for all ages and abilities. 

Saturday, April 13 at 2 PM. "Healthy and Allergen Free 
Baking", a cooking demonstration by Paula Castor. 
Preregister through the events calendar at 
pittsfieldlibrary.org or at the reference desk (413) 499 
9480. Paula wants to know how much food to bring for 
the tasting! 

Thursday, May 9 at 7 PM. "Discover the Owls of New 
England" with photographer Peter Christoph. 

Thursday, May 16 from 6-8 PM. Artist Janet Schwartz 
(https://www.janetschwartzart.com) returns to teach us 
"How to Release Our Inner Artist”. Preregistration 
required through the events calendar at 
pittsfieldlibrary.org or at the reference desk, (413) 499 
9480. Have your library card handy. The cost of this 
program is defrayed by a grant from the Pittsfield Cultural 
Council, a subsidiary of the MA Cultural Council.  

Tuesday, May 21 at 7 PM. "The Growth of Trees - A 
Journey Through Time" with Michael Wojeck. 

Schedule of Adult Events 

Thursday, July 11 

4 - 8 PM Friends Night 

(Open exclusively to 
members.) 

Friday, July 12 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Saturday, July 13 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Get the best selection — become a Friend — join at the door! 

The Athenaeum adds a new streaming service! 

From Madeline Kelly 

The Berkshire Athenaeum has added the on demand film 
streaming service Kanopy. Library cardholders can select 
from a collection of over 30,000 quality films and award-
winning documentaries which includes film festival 
favorites, classic films, shorts, and world cinema titles of 
note as well as collections from The Great Courses, PBS, 
and thousands of independent filmmakers. Films can be 
streamed from any computer, television, mobile device or 
platform by downloading the Kanopy app for iOS, 
Android, Apple TV, Chrome cast or Roku. 

Wired has called Kanopy “impressively stocked” and “the 
best (free) streaming service you’ve never heard of,” 
lauding the availability of titles from the 
Criterion Collection, Paramount Pictures, and the recently
-added A24.  

Supervisor of Technical Services Becky McDole says, 
“We’ve wanted to offer something that provides 
thoughtful entertainment and Kanopy, with films of social 
and cultural value, films that are difficult to access 
elsewhere, programming that features diversity, and so 
many foreign films seems a worthy addition for our 
patrons.”  

Athenaeum patrons set up a free  Kanopy account 
at https://pittsfieldlibrary.kanopy.com/ and can borrow up 
to four films per month. A borrowed film remains available 
to the patron for 72 hours and can be viewed multiple 
times during the loan period. Those with questions about 
borrowing from Kanopy can contact the Reference 
Department at info@pittsfieldlibrary.org or (413) 499 
9480 x202 during regular library hours.   

Try it out soon! Popcorn not included :) 

http://pittsfieldlibrary.org
http://pittsfieldlibrary.org
https://pittsfieldlibrary.kanopy.com/
mailto:info@pittsfieldlibrary.org
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Thurs., April 18, 1 to 3 PM, STEAM Stations 

Fri., April 19, 1 PM: Pizza and Monsters, Inc. 

Teen and Young Adult Activities 

Peer Art Group 

Peer Art Group for Teens & Young Adults is a safe space 
for young people to come together to create art and talk 
with their peers.  

This group will meet in the Young Adult Dept. of the 
library from 5-6:30pm every Monday (excluding holidays) 

April 8, 15, 22, 29 

May 6, 13, 20 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 

Snacks and art supplies provided! 

To register, please, call Carli at (413) 499-9480 x108 or e
-mail her at Carli@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

Sponsored by the Berkshire Athenaeum and Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum. 

Children under 10 years old may not be left 
unattended in the Library. 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG ADULT 2019  
Spring Activities  FREE 

Children’s Library 
Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-499-9480, Ext 5 
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org 

Children’s Activities 

Monday Morning Story Time at 10 AM 

Tiny Tots – Stories and activities for babies and toddlers, 
ages 0  – 2: 

April 8, 15, 22, 29 

May 6, 13, 20 

June 3, 10, 17, 24 

Thursday Morning Play & Learn with Jenn at 10 

AM 

Stories and activities for preschoolers, ages 3 – 5: 

April 18, 25 

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

June 6, 13, 20, 27 

Lego Club 

Every Thursday of the month, 3:00 – 5:00 PM: 

April 18, 25 

May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 

June 6, 13, 20, 27 

Special Events 

All programs are generously sponsored by The Friends of 
the Berkshire Athenaeum. Programs are free and open to 
all ages, unless otherwise noted. 

Tue., April 16, 10:30 AM: Children’s yoga. 

Tue., April 16, 1 PM: Kids Crafter 

Wed., April 17, 3:30 PM: Snack and Story Time. Take a 
break and join us for an afternoon snack (provided) and 
story! Best suited for children 3-9, siblings welcome. 

DONATE! 
Gently used books, movies, music, puzzles, 

and games are always welcome at the 
Friends’ Book Sale. 

Please try to get donations in early to help the 
Friends sort and organize for the next sale. The 

next sale is July, with another coming up in 
November, so donations in April, May and June are 
appreciated. Of course, we will still take donations 

anytime. 

The Friends need your donations of gently used material. 

Books, CDs, DVDs, audio books, cassettes, puzzles and 

games. Please leave at adult or children's circulation desk. 

Large loads please alert library staff or the Friends who 

are available Monday and Wednesday, 9 to 11:30 AM. Please 

don’t leave donations on the loading dock; they can get wet. 

Ask Children’s Dept. to open the garage door. 

Volunteers Needed 
Please help.  We need volunteer help for the book sale, publicity, graphic design, book pickups, administrative and 

more. Contact us at friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org or by phone 413-499-9493. 

http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/friends_about_us.html
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/friends_about_us.html


Please Join the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
If you like what the Friends do for the library, consider becoming a member in one of the following categories: 

Name   _______________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ 

E-Mail Address   ________________________________ 

Phone Number   ________________________________ 

New Member  □ Renewal Membership  □ 

I would like to volunteer for one of the following committees: 

 □ Book sale □ Membership □ Publicity 

 □ Programming □ Executive 

Please tear off and return with your check 
 payable to Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Your contribution is Tax Deductible 

 □ Friend $10.00 

 □ Family 25.00 

 □ Supporter 50.00 

 □ Patron 100.00 

 □ Benefactor 200.00 

 □ Lifetime Member 500.00 

 □ Other ___________ 

Mail to: Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Pittsfield, MA 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Don’t miss the Summer Book Sale (see inside) 


