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LIBRARY CLOSINGS: 
Wednesday, July 4, Independence Day 

Monday, September 3, Labor Day 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

From the President 

Welcome Summer! The kids may be out of school and for 
many this is a time to relax and slow down but here at the 
Berkshire Athenaeum we’ve got a full plate. The 
Children’s and Young Adult Library is a-buzz with 
geometric building projects, music and dance, 
storytelling, Makerspace, “wild” animals, wizards, 
dragons and aliens. Oh my! Plus the children’s summer 
reading challenge with prizes and the Annual Short Story 
Writing Contest for Children and Young Adults. Stop in 
for something different every day. 

And for adults, Tuesdays on the Terrace continues in 
July, the Reading as Partners Program began at the end 
of June, and the Adult Summer Reading Program got 
under way though there’s still time to join. Coming 
soon...a 3D Design Challenge for Adults. Not only 
designing and printing a robot but programming it too! 

Results of the reader survey in our last issue: We printed 
a short survey in our last issue of the newsletter asking if 
you would rather have your newsletter printed and 
mailed, just delivered online or received both ways. 
Thank you to those of you who responded. Of those that 
responded, 74% said they would be fine just receiving the 
newsletter online, 16% said definitely still send the paper 
version and 10% would like both paper and online. At this 
time we didn’t ask for names, because we were just 
floating the question to see where people’s thoughts 
were. In the future, in the online version, we may ask 
specifically if you would prefer to receive only online. We 
will continue to print newsletters for all people who wish 
them in print and will always have printed copies 
available at the library. Thanks again. If you have more 
feedback, we’d like to hear from you. 

We have openings on Executive Committee! Check out 
the article in this newsletter. 

Many of the programs this library has to offer are 
sponsored by the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
and we are able to do this thanks to the generosity of our 
members and our patrons at the book sales three times a 
year. We love you! And we love supporting this fabulous 
library. Be sure to come in and check out all it has to 
offer. 

Amy Chin, Friends President 

friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 
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Please donate 
your gently used 
books for our 
book sales 

Upcoming Book Sale 

From Nancy McNabb, Book Sale Chair. 

Summer Book Sale 

Our March Book Sale was welcomed by a nor’easter, but 
we are confident that the summer sale won’t have that 
problem. 

The garage has been overflowing with donations and we 
now have many books in some popular categories: 
science fiction, new age and especially gardening, (this 
cartful is certainly appropriate for a summer sale).  

We will have a special section, “All Things British” with a 
good selection of British works on various subjects. 

We also have the oldest book ever offered at the Friends 
Book Sale, a copy of Suetonius’ History of the Twelve 
Caesars, Emperours of Rome, translated from the Latine 
[sic], published in 1677 by Starkey. The book is in rough 
shape, but it is complete.  

We were also fortunate in acquiring a hundred plus books 
from Blantyre, almost all in near fine except for the 
tasteful Blantyre book plate. There are many coffee table 
books on art, photography, jewelry, fashion and gardens. 

An additional thank you to our donors and customers who 
make this all possible. 

Donation Tips 

PACK FLAT: We welcome your book donations, year 
round. To assure that your nice books make it to the sale 
or the library collection, please pack your books flat. We 
are volunteers who cannot process your donations 
immediately. Sometimes boxes and bags are stacked on 
top of each other. A book with the spine up can get 
crushed or mashed, making it unreadable and unsalable. 

DON’T LEAVE ON THE LOADING DOCK. The garage 
can be opened at any time the library is open if your 
donation is too large to bring to the circulation desks. It is 
heartbreaking to see gorgeous books soaking wet. Mold 
will grow infecting all the books around them so they 
have to be discarded. 

Book that was packed 
standing up. 
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  SUMMER BOOK SALE 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

Tuesday, July 3, at 6 PM: Professor Meredith McGill 
of Rutgers University will discuss the work of Berkshire 
writers and activists Catherine Maria Sedgwick and 
Fanny Kemble. 

Tuesday, July 10, at 6 PM: In partnership with the 
Berkshire County NAACP, and in celebration of the 
150th birthday of Berkshire County native W. E. B. Du 
Bois, Professor Neil Roberts of Williams University will 
give a talk on Du Bois's writings and Berkshire legacy. 

Tuesday, July 17, at 6 PM: Author, scholar, and poet 
Dolores Hayden will join us for a talk on urbanism and 
design. 

Tuesday, July 24, at 6 PM: Award-winning poet and 
professor Jaswinder Bolina will give a poetry reading 
and a discussion of his work as the founder of Write 
the Power, an online social justice community. 

Seating is limited and can be guaranteed with a 
reservation online [www.pittsfieldlibrary.org] or by 
calling the Reference Desk at 413-499-9480. 

Tuesdays on the Terrace programs have been accepted 
for Berkshire Community College Forum credit.  

Reading As Partners Program (RAPP):  

Geared toward parents and caregivers with children who 
cannot yet read independently. Beginning June 29, 2018 
come in and register yourself and your little one as a 
reading team! For every 15 minutes of reading together 
earn a letter in the alphabet. Reach the end of the 
alphabet and win an age-appropriate prize! Attending our 
Tuesday Story Time will earn you even more!  

These events are all free and take place in the 
Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 

The adult program performance events for the 2017-2018 
are now done, but the 2018–19 program will begin in 
September. Meantime, there are some summer activities 
that are underway. 

Adult Summer Reading Program  

The Berkshire Athenaeum’s Adult Summer Reading 
Program will run from June 26 through Aug. 19. Readers 
are encouraged to register and set personal reading 
goals. Registration opened June 26. The Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum are providing Friends' 
memberships as raffle prizes for adult readers. To qualify 
for the raffle, registered readers should pick up a bingo 
style card at the Athenaeum with suggested reading 
genres. Completed cards are dropped off at a library 
service desk; each completed card qualifies as a raffle 
entry. 

Tuesdays on the Terrace 

The Berkshire Athenaeum is celebrating the rich 
creativity in our community this summer with weekly 
conversations about the creative process. All 
conversations are on Tuesdays at 6pm on the Adult 
Terrace. During June, the focus was on the performing 
arts. During the month of July, the focus is on literature, 
with weekly conversations curated by the Mastheads 
Project. The Mastheads is a public humanities project 
that is working to make Berkshire residents aware of the 
county’s literary heritage.  

Schedule of Adult Events 

Thursday, July 12 

4 - 8 PM Friends Night 

(Open exclusively to 
members.) 

Friday, July 13 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Saturday, July 14 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Get the best selection — become a Friend — join at the door! 

Adult Events — continued on page 4 
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Make It Mondays 

(except July 9 and August 13) 

A school-age Makerspace program where each week 
participants will tinker, experiment, explore, and create. 
Registration encouraged. 2 PM to 4 PM. 

July 2: Do-it-yourself wind chime. 

July 16: Sharpie tie-dye. Please bring a white or light 
colored item to dye! 

July 2: Do-it-yourself drum or rainstick. 

July 30: Sculpey Ships and Tensile Bubbles 

August 6: Craft stick catapults 

Tuesday Story Time 

Stories, songs and a craft! Geared to Preschool age, but 
all are welcome! 10 AM. 

Summer Screen Movie Nights: 6 PM, snacks from home 
encouraged!  

July 3: The Emperor's New Groove  
July 10: Wall-E 
July 17: Space Jam 
July 24: A Goofy Movie  
July 31: Matilda  
August 7: The Goonies 
August 14: Hook 

Wednesday “-Ology” Workshop Series 

Geared toward 3rd to 7th grade. Journey with us to a 
time of wizards, dragons, aliens, Egyptians, and pirates 
as we explore a new –Ology book each week! Plunder in 
the library, search for other life forms, race down the Nile, 
become a true wizard, and train your own dragon in this 
five week series. Registration encouraged. 1p-3p PM to 3 
PM: 

July 11: Alienology 
July 18: Dragonology 
July 25: Wizardology 
August 1: Monsterology  
August 8: Mythology   
August 15: Vampireology 

Thursday Lego Challenge 

Lego Club gets an overhaul for summer reading! Put 
together a team or work independently to compete in our 
weekly challenge! 3 PM to 5 PM. 

Short Story Contest 

Still time to enter! The short story contests have been 
underway since May, but stop by the Children’s desk for 
an application for the 21st Annual Short Story Writing 

Children’s 2018  
Summer Activities  FREE 

Children’s Activities — continued on page 4 

Children’s Library 
Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-499-9480, Ext 5 
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org 

Children’s Summer Reading Program:  

The Children’s summer reading program began June 29, 
but it’s not too late to join in the educational fun and 
challenge that it provides. 

Come to the Children’s Library and pick up your 
BragTag® and Chain when you register for our “Libraries 
Rock!” Summer Reading Program! Collect Brag Beads 
for every 15 minutes you read. Read longer and collect 
rarer beads. Reading includes: audiobooks, reading 
aloud, being read to, even reading the back of your 
cereal box!  

Receive a ticket for our end of summer Pick -a -Prize 
raffle for every weekly check in and event attended! 
Prizes will be drawn during the End of Summer 
Celebration on August 17! 

Weekly Youth Programs:  

All programs will run from July 2 to August 17 unless 
otherwise noted. Please call the Children’s Library for 
more information. All programs are sponsored by The 
Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum. 

Special Programming 

All programs are generously sponsored by The Friends of 
the Berkshire Athenaeum. Programs are free and open to 
all ages, unless otherwise noted. 

Friday, July 6: GeoDome Workshop: Math, science, 
art, psychology, and architecture all converge during this 
50 to 75-minute program as participants work together to 
build a variety of polyhedral geometric structures. By 
utilizing c-pvc pipe to erect large-scale geo-structures, 
students visualize the terminology, principles, 
relationships, and real world relevance of their 
constructions. Kids as young as five years old have 
shown the abilities to construct these shapes and grasp 
the underlying ideas that they represent. Geared for 
grades K – 8. Children under 10 must be accompanied at 
all times by an adult over 18 years of age. 2 PM 

Monday, July 9: Creature Teachers: Meet an array of 
animals and learn how they live in the wild. All ages. 1 
PM  

Tuesday, July 17: A Song and Story Celebration with 
Davis Bates & Roger Tincknell, A participatory program 
of songs & stories for all ages. This concert is an exciting 
journey that celebrates reading, the roots and branches 
of rock and roll, and cultural diversity. Be prepared to 
sing, move and dance, especially to the closing song, La 

Children’s Special Programs — continued on page 4 
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Contest for Young Adults and the 40th Annual Short 
Story Writing Contest for Children or go to the library 
website: www.pittsfieldlibrary.org about halfway down the 
page.  
Entries are due by 4 PM on July 23.The Awards 
Ceremony and Reception will be August 17. 

Adult Events Program 

Wednesday, September 12 at 7 PM: “Making 
Sauerkraut”: a Cooking Demonstration by Mark Phillips. 
Learn to preserve and enjoy those summer vegetables. 
Tasting to follow. 

Thursday, September 20 at 7 PM: Inspirational speaker, 
Dr. Joseph Cardillo PhD presents methods of attention 
training and creative thinking. The audience will leave 
with saved files on their cell phones which they can use 
to sharpen memory, organize, or calm down. 

Tuesday, September 25 at 7 PM: Perennial favorites 
“Too Human” in concert Roger Bruno and Ellen Schwartz 
perform songs form the Great American Songbook. 

Wednesday, September 26 at 6:30 PM: Julie Ann 
Calamine teaches a 45 minute ukulele lesson, followed 
by a 45 minute opportunity to play and sing along. Bring 
an instrument or preregister to use one of the 24 
instruments which the instructor will bring. To register 
contact the reference desk (413) 499 9480 Ext. 11 or 
register online at pittsfieldlibrary.org . Go to events; then 
Sept 26, and register. 

Tuesday, October 2 at 7 PM: “Ghosts, Phantoms, 
Spirits and Author Jeff Belanger to Haunt the Berkshire 
Athenaeum.” The Emmy-nominated host of New England 
Legends on PBS will share stories and legends and offer 
a multimedia lecture based on 20 years research. 

Children’s Activities — continued from page 3 

DONATE! 
Gently used books, movies, music, puzzles, 

and games are always welcome at the 
Friends’ Book Sale. 

Please try to get donations in early to help the 
Friends sort and organize for the next sale. The 

next sale is July, with another coming up in 
November, so donations August to October are 

appreciated. Of course, we will still take donations 
anytime. 

The Friends need your donations of gently used material. 
Books, CDs, DVDs, VHS, audio books, cassettes, puzzles and 
games. Please leave at adult or children's circulation desk. 
Large loads please alert library staff or the Friends who 
are available Monday and Wednesday, 9 to 11:30 AM. We 
have limited pickup capability if you are unable to deliver to 
the library. Please don’t leave donations on the loading dock; 
they can get wet. Ask Children’s Dept. to open garage door. 

Bamba.  There will also be a short lesson on how to play 
the musical spoons and an appearance by a dancing 
wooden dog named Bingo. All ages. 1 PM 

Wednesday, July 18 (7/25, 8/1): Ukulele Workshop 
Session 1. This 3 week beginners session is for youths in 
grades 6 – 8. Please plan on attending all 3 sessions, 
and supplying your own ukulele. SPACE IS LIMITED, 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 10 AM – 11:30 AM. 

Friday, July 27: Rolie Polie Guacamole, Join this 
award-winning "kindie" band from Brooklyn, NY for a high 
energy, interactive show that’s a mix of funk, rock and 
folk music mashed into original tunes about natural living, 
eating healthy and staying active! All ages. 11 AM. 

Tuesday, July 31: Happy Birthday Harry Potter!, We’ll 
be celebrating Harry’s birthday with a magical party! 
Activities, crafts and refreshments will be provided. 1 PM. 

Wednesday, August 8, 15 and 22: Ukulele Workshop 
Session 2. This 3-week beginners session is for youths in 
grades 9 – 12. Please plan on attending all 3 sessions, 
and supplying your own ukulele. SPACE IS LIMITED, 
REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 10 AM – 11:30 AM.  

Monday, August 13: Drumming with Aimee Gelinas. 2 
sessions: 11 AM – Family Session (Kids under 10 with 
their adult), 1 PM – School Age Session (kids 10+). 
Instruments will be provided. 

Tuesday, August 14: Minecraft Madness with Jungle 
Jim, Join Jungle Jim as he leads participants through the 
magical world of Minecraft! Combining balloon artistry, 
magic, comedy and improv, Jim creates an amazing 
experience for children. Activities include Giant Dragon 
creation, the Building Block Madness Tournament, a 
riveting Zombie Chase and the Balloon Firework Rocket 
extravaganza! Appropriate for children ages 4–11, though 
siblings are welcome. 1 PM. 

Friday August 17: Summer Reading Celebration, You 
came, you saw, you read! Now it’s time to celebrate! 
Short story winners will be announced and Pick-A-Prize 
raffle will be pulled. Snacks, games and prizes will be 
provided!. 1 PM. 

Children’s Special Programs — continued from page 3 

Adult Events — continued from page 2 

Mark Your Calendars! 
National Friends of Libraries Week 

October 21-26. 2018 
Fun, Food, Festivities, Giveaways! 

http://pittsfieldlibrary.org
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Volunteers Needed 
Please help.  We need volunteer help for the book sale, publicity, graphic design, book pickups, administrative and 
more. Contact Sara Rohrwasser, our new volunteer coordinator, at jointhefriends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

Bicycle built for…Books! 

From Madeline Kelly 

Well, it’s really a tricycle, built by Haley Tricycles of 
Philadelphia, which has been fitted with metal dropouts 
for the front wheels. 

Haley tricycles makes customized book bikes for libraries 
across the country, from Maricopa County, Arizona to 
Montclair, New Jersey. A Haley tricycle has two front 
wheels enclosing a front-load cargo box. The box, where 
library materials are stored in transit, can carry a working 
load of 260 pounds (up to 460 including the rider). The 
box is tough, lidded, weatherproof, and lockable. 

The Athenaeum Book Bike will appear at community 
events such as Farmer’s Markets and Third Thursdays, 
lending books to readers of all ages. Watch for its debut! 

The Book Bike is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Berkshire Athenaeum. 

Athenaeum Book Bike 

Print it and Pick it up at the Library 

What a convenience! 

Thanks to an upgrade this spring, the library is now 
offering a more flexible and convenient print service to 
library patrons using personal devices and home 
computers. 

Printing from cell phones and tablets can be achieved by 
installing PrinterOn, a free app available in Apple App 
and Google Play stores. Works with iPhone, Android, 
Blackberry, Nook & Kindle. Search for “PIT Pittsfield”. 
Select the printer (8 X 11 or 11 X 17) 

Those using laptops, Chromebooks, or desktop 
computers can access print service by visiting http://
www.printeron.net/pit/pittsfield. 

Prints can be generated from any device by emailing the 
library’s print system at 
pit-pittsfield-8-x-11@printspots.com (for letter-sized 
copies) or 
pit-pittsfield-11-x-17@printspots.com (for ledger-sized 
copies) 

As always, print service offers black ink copies on white 
office stock for 10¢ per page, payable when the job is 
released. Jobs sent after library hours will queue for 
release, via patron email address, and remain available 
for 24 hours. Questions? Ask at the Reference Desk. 

A 3D Design Challenge for Adults: coming soon! 

The Athenaeum’s 3D printers will be pressed into service 
for a Community Design Challenge. A multi-part project is 
envisioned which may include some basic programming 
of a designed robot and the integration of Raspberry Pi 
that culminates in the library and patrons co-designing, 
3D Printing and programming a library-made robot (even 
if the eyes light up, that works for me!) using a Raspberry 
Pi.  

The particulars of the program are being developed at 
this writing: more information will be available from the 
Reference Department as plans are finalized. Channel 
your inner noob and join us! 

From the Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee of the Friends of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum consists of four elected officers: President, 
Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer plus eleven 
members. Terms are two years. Elections take place at 
the Annual General Meeting in October. Members of the 
Executive Committee must be current active members of 
the Friends. We meet once a month on the second 
Thursday at 3:00 PM, September through June. To find 
out more about what we do visit our website and read our 
bylaws: http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org/
friends_bylaws.html. We have several openings on the 
Executive Committee and we are actively seeking new 
members. If you are interested please contact Florian 
Ptak of the nominating committee at fmp1941@aol.com. 
We have a strong committee of dedicated people who do 
wonderful things for our library. Join us! 

Announcing: 
The Annual General Meeting of the 

Friends of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 
3:00 PM, Library Auditorium 

Open to the public 
Friends Members can vote 

http://www.printeron.net/pit/pittsfield
http://www.printeron.net/pit/pittsfield
mailto:%C2%A0pit-pittsfield-8-x-11@printspots.com
mailto:pit-pittsfield-11-x-17@printspots.com


Please Join the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
If you like what the Friends do for the library, consider becoming a member in one of the following categories: 

Name   _______________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ 

E-Mail Address   ________________________________ 

Phone Number   ________________________________ 

New Member  □ Renewal Membership  □ 

I would like to volunteer for one of the following committees: 

 □ Book sale □ Membership □ Publicity 

 □ Program Committee    □ Executive Committee 

Please tear off and return with your check 
 payable to Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Your contribution is Tax Deductible 

 □ Friend $10.00 

 □ Family 25.00 

 □ Supporter 50.00 

 □ Patron 100.00 

 □ Benefactor 200.00 

 □ Lifetime Member 500.00 

 □ Other ___________ 

Mail to: Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage 

PAID 
Permit No. 121 
Pittsfield, MA 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Don’t miss the Summer Book Sale (see inside) 


