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Newsletter 

LIBRARY CLOSINGS: 
Thursday, July 4, Independence Day 

Monday, September 2, Labor Day 

Monday, October 14, Columbus Day 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Vol. 30, No. 3 

Please donate 

your gently used 

books for our 

book sales 

Upcoming Book Sale 

From Nancy McNabb, Book Sale Chair. 

Summer Book Sale 

Our Spring Book Sale was very successful, but the 
garage is still overflowing with donations and we now 
have many books in some popular categories: lots of new 
vinyl, books on CD, an "All Things Italian" cart, STEM, 
Performing Arts, Nature & Ecology and New Age on 
carts. 

See the ad on the next page for the dates and times. 

There is a note on some special books on page 5. 

From the President 

Ah, the lazy days of summer. The pace slows down, we 
slough off our winter garb and enjoy the sunshine and 
warm temperatures. Here in the Berkshires, it’s been a 
long time coming. Even in early June, the temperature 
dipped into the forties overnight. But now summer is here 
to stay, hurray. 

Summer at the Berkshire Athenaeum means the Short 
Story Reading Contest and the Summer Reading 
Program for children, teens and adults. I hear there are 
activities and prizes galore. Stop in to the library for more 
information or check out the website: 
www.pittsfieldlibrary.org. 

And speaking of the website, the Berkshire Athenaeum is 
excited to announce its brand-new logo, slogan and 
redesigned website. The slogan “wonder inside” really 
represents all the ways our Pittsfield Library serves the 
public – with programming for all ages, community 
meeting rooms, research, all manner of reading/viewing/
listening materials, computers and mobile devices, 
history and genealogy and so much more – so come on 
inside. 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum are pleased to 
be able to provide so many important resources and 
materials to the library, from supporting the Berkshire 
Seed Library, the Library of Things, the Technology 

Book Sale Keeps Getting Bigger and Better 

The Friends Book Sale has grown substantially over the 
years and is the primary source of  the funds that the 
Friends are able to spend on behalf of so many 
worthwhile library projects. 

The proceeds from the book sale have grown by an 
average of 10% annually over the past nine years. This 
beats the stock market’s 9%**. 

The spring sale this year came in just $100 under the 
spring sale result for our record year, 2017, so we have a 
shot at breaking the record again, something the Friends 
have done in 7 of the last 9 years. 

The daily chart (see page 5) shows that Thursday is 
consistently our best day, even though the hours are 
shorter. We are happy to get consistently good material 
that our customers really want and arrive early for. 

Many thanks are due to the Friends volunteer book 
sorters, as well has haulers, luggers, organizers and 
others, all coordinated by Nancy McNabb, our book sale 
chair. Assistance provided by the library staff and Soldier 
On has been invaluable as well. 

President’s Message — continued on page 4 

Book Sale Results — continued on page 5 
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 SUMMER BOOK SALE 
 

 
Mark your calendar! 

These events are all free and take place in the 
Auditorium unless otherwise noted. 

Adult Events Program 

From Marilyn Manning, Programs Chair 

Thursday, July 11, 4 - 8 PM. Members only evening of 
the Summer Book Sale of Friends of the Berkshire 
Athenaeum. Join at the door. 

Friday, July 12, 10 AM - 4 PM. Summer Book Sale of the 
Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum. All are welcome. 

Saturday, July 13, 10 AM - 4 PM. Summer Book Sale of 
the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum. All are 
welcome. 

Tuesday, July 16, 6:30 PM. Book Talk by Dr. Andrew 
Lam. "When Some American Heroes Looked Like the 
Enemy". 

Tuesday, September 10 at 7 PM. Workshop: Dr. Andrew 
Vidich returns with "Meditation for New Beginnings". 
Event includes a short meditation sitting. 

Thursday, September 19 at 7 PM. Concert by Too 
Human. Bruno and Schwartz perform music from the 
great American Songbook. The cost of this program has 
been defrayed by a grant from the Pittsfield Cultural 
Council which is supported by the Massachusetts 
Cultural Council. 

Tuesday, September 24 at 7 PM: Workshop, "The Effect 
of Attitude on Aging" by Eric Lamet, author and 
inspirational speaker. 

Schedule of Adult Events 

Thursday, July 11 

4 - 8 PM Friends Night 

(Open exclusively to 
members.) 

Friday, July 12 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Saturday, July 13 
10 AM - 4 PM 

Get the best selection — become a Friend — join at the door! 

Saturday, September 28 at 2 PM: Will Broussard of the 
Mt. Washington Observatory presents "Tales From the 
Home of the World's Worst Weather" 
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Monday, July 8, 10 and 11 AM. Blue Star Planetarium; 
Registration is required. 

Tuesday, July 16, 10 AM. Circus Minimus. 

Tuesday, July 23, 10 AM. Science Tellers, Aliens! 

Wednesday, July 24, 11:30 AM. Blast off with Bruins 

Blades. 

Wednesday, July 31, 1 PM. A Very Harry Potter 

Birthday Party. 

Wednesday, August 7, 1 PM. Uncharted Wild Animal 

Show. 

Thursday, August 15, Children’s Museum of Science 
and Technology Workshops. 11 AM, grades K - 2; 
1 PM, grades 3 - 5. Registration is required. 

Teen and Young Adult Activities 

Weekly Programs 

Stardust Cafe, Mondays, July 1 to Aug 12, 2 PM in the 
auditorium. This is a weekly teen art group inspired by 
the music of David Bowie. 

Design an Escape Room, Tuesdays, July 2 to Aug. 13, 
3 PM in the Young Adult Dept. In seven sessions, 
participants will collaborate to design an escape room 
using their puzzles and challenges. 

Intro to Dungeons & Dragons (Registration 
Required), Thursdays, July 11 to Aug. 15, 2 PM in the 
Young Adult Dept. 

Special Events 

Registration is required for all three of these events. 

What’s Your Sign? Zodiac Workshop, Wednesday, 
July 10, 2 PM in the YA Dept. Learn the basics and 
create a personal star chart for your entertainment. 

Solar System Paint and Snack, Wednesday, July 17, 2 
PM in the auditorium. Enjoy snacks while painting a solar 
system scene on canvas. 

Tie Dye on the Terrace, Wednesday, Aug. 7, 2 PM on 
the Children’s Terrace. Bring something white to tie dye. 
Be sure to wear clothes that you can get messy and 
which are appropriate for the weather. 

CHILDREN’S AND YOUNG ADULT 2019  
Summer Activities  FREE 

Children’s Library 
Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 
Pittsfield, MA 01201 
413-499-9480, Ext 5 
http://www.pittsfieldlibrary.org 

All programs are generously sponsored by The Friends of 
the Berkshire Athenaeum. Children under 10 years old 
may not be left unattended in the Library.  

To register, please, call Carli at (413) 499-9480 x108 or e
-mail her at Carli@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

Children’s Activities 

Weekly Programs 

These programs meet every week except as noted from 
July 1 through August 16. 

Kindergarten Countdown, Mondays, 10 AM. A drop-in 
group for children about to start kindergarten; it is a 
confidence– and skills-builder before school starts. 

Star Lab, Mondays, 2 - 4 PM. Come in for extra Read & 
Bead time or to get help with a Short Story Contest 
submission. Also provides, games, puzzle and snacks. 

Project SpaceCRAFT, Tuesdays, 1 - 3 PM.A program 
about crafts. Materials are provided and participants will 
have their own creation to keep. 

Summer Movie Series, Tuesdays, 6 PM. Space themed 
movies; bring your own snacks from home. 

Little Gardeners of the Galaxy, Wednesdays, 9 - 9:30 
AM. For ages 3-6. Meet in the Wendell Avenue parking 
lot to help tend the library’s garden. Cancelled if raining. 

Odds & Engineers, Wednesdays, 1 PM, July 3 and 
August 13 only. A workshop for students in grades 3-6. 
Registration is required*. 

Storytime with Jenn, Thursdays, 10 AM. Does not meet 
on July 4. This is for ages 3-6, but siblings are welcome.2
-5 PM. 

Lego Lift-Off, Thursdays, 2 - 5 PM. Complete the weekly 
challenge or build your own. 

Yoga, Fridays, 10 AM. Please bring a mat if you have 
one. Facilitated by Berkshire Yoga. 

Special Events 

For details on these special events, see the library 
website, www.pittsfieldlibrary.org or call 413-499-9480, x-
111. 

Sunday, July 7, 5 PM. Library Night at the Pittsfield 

Suns. 

Short Story Contest 

Still time to enter! The short story contests have been 
underway since June, but stop by the Children’s desk for 
an application  or go to the library website: 
www.pittsfieldlibrary.org. Entries are due by 4 PM on 
Aug. 5. Winners will be notified by mail by August 14. 
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Technology Engagement Librarian 

From Alex Reczkowski, Director 

Jessica Yurkofsky has been hired as the new technology 
engagement librarian (previously Andrea Puglisi). Jessica 
is a graduate of Stanford (BA in Sociology), Harvard 
(Masters in Urban Planning), and San Jose State 
University (MLIS) and comes to the Athenaeum having 
worked most recently as a creative technologist at the 
Berkman Klein Center for Internet and Society. 

*Footnote obscura: About that hyphen in Moby-Dick — the first 
American edition of the book has the hyphen and Melville scholars 
generally accept the title as hyphenated. The titular cetacean’s name, 
however, does not take a  hyphen. 

Library Reminders 

From Cathy Congelosi, Circulation Supervisor 

Are you missing our reminders? 

Most of you are probably aware that the library can 
contact you electronically (through CWMARS, our library 
network) for the following reasons:  

 When your reserved item(s) is Ready For Pickup 

 To remind you that your checked out item(s) will be 
due soon. 

 To remind you when your checked out item(s) are 
overdue. 

 Your library card expiration date is a week away. 

If you have given us your email address or your cell 
phone number/service carrier you will receive these 
automatic alerts. 

However, if you change your email address, cell 
phone number or service carrier you will no longer 
receive these alerts. If you happen to reserve an item 
and type in your new information, the system will not 
save it to your account.  

To make a permanent change please call or visit our 
Adult Circulation Desk (or the Children’s Department 

if appropriate) so we can update your account. 

Another problem that happens now and then has to do 
with emails. Many email providers classify bulk mail as 
spam. Most of our notifications to patrons go out as bulk 
mail. To avoid missing our email alerts because they are 
in your spam folder, you can add our network email 
address in your “contacts” folder. That address is:    
illpi@cwmars.org 

Remember if you prefer to be notified by phone we can 
call you when your reserves come in or if your checked 
out items are overdue. Please let us know if your phone 
number changes. 

New Library cards are here! 

Stop in and get a new library card with our brand new 
logo.  

Please note – for those of you who regularly log into your 
online library account – 

remember that you are getting a new card and a new 

barcode number. 

If you have your card number or username automatically 
saved into your computer, you will have to change it. 

Library of Things 

From Amy Chin, Friends President 

Libraries of the 21
st
 century are so much than books. Of 

course, we’re used to seeing CDs and DVDs, even music 
books and magazines. But now libraries all across 
America and around the world are evolving to remain 
relevant and valuable to the public by lending things that 
people need once or twice but don’t need to purchase or 
are too expensive. The library is the perfect place to 
borrow these items, free of charge! 

Ever wanted to try the banjo? Need a power drill but don't 
want to buy one? Want to gaze at the stars with special 
binoculars? Trying to unwind with a classic video game 
console? We even have knitting needles so you can try 
your hand at knitting to see if you like it. Going camping? 
Sure, we have a 4-person tent and camping chairs! 
Having a party? We’ve got a karaoke machine. You'll 
need a library card, and most of these are borrowed a 
week at a time. Stop by either the Circulation Desk, the 
Reference Desk, or the Children's Desk and ask!  

The Library of Things is constantly growing. If you have 
an idea or a need, please let someone at the Circulation 
Desk know.  For more information 
contact info@pittsfieldlibrary.org or 413-499-9480 

President’s Message — continued from page 1 

Lending Program, The Berkshire Book Bike, Museum 
Passes, Children’s and Adult Programming, and the list 
goes on. 

Of course, we couldn’t do it without you, our members 
and supporters. When you shop our book sales and 
become members of the Friends, you are becoming a 
part of making this library the best it can be and 
improving the lives of community members every day. Be 
sure to explore the new website at 
www.pittsfieldlibrary.com and I hope to see you at our 
July book sale and in the library throughout the summer. 
Thank you. 

Amy Chin, Friends President 

friends@pittsfieldlibrary.org 

413-499-9493 

Annual General Meeting 

The annual meeting of the Friends has been scheduled 
for Thursday, October 24, during National Friends of 
Libraries Week. It will be followed by an Executive 
Committee meeting. Candidate slates and agenda items 
will be posted in the Fall newsletter. 

mailto:illpi@cwmars.org
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Herman Melville was born in New York City on August 1
st
, 1819, but lived and wrote at Arrowhead in Pittsfield from 1850 

to 1863. His most famous work Moby-Dick* is a product of this period. There will be a bicentennial birthday celebration of 
Herman Melville and dedication of the Melville Literary Landmark on August 1. 

The Berkshire Athenaeum's Melville Memorial Room contains the largest collection of personal memorabilia, along with 
family correspondence, legal papers, annotated volumes from Melville’s library, first editions of the author’s works, family 
photographs, framed and unframed prints from the author’s personal collection, family portraits and the desk at which 
Billy Budd was written.  

The fall newsletter will tell whether we are still on track to 
break out record. 

Spreadsheet analysis from Amy Chin, commentary from 
Ross Shuart 

**S&P 500, 2009 close to 2018 close is 1% lower. 

Book Sale Results — continued from page 1 

Special Books 

This sale (starting July 11) we have a few special books: 

A first American printing of The Road to Serfdom by 
Nobel laureate F. A. Hayek. 

A signed copy of the Complete Poems of Robert Frost 
1949. 

A first edition of Morning Glories and Queen Aster by 
Louisa May Alcott. 



Please Join the Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 
If you like what the Friends do for the library, consider becoming a member in one of the following categories: 

Name   _______________________________________ 

Address   _____________________________________ 

City/State/Zip   _________________________________ 

E-Mail Address   ________________________________ 

Phone Number   ________________________________ 

New Member  □ Renewal Membership  □ 

I would like to volunteer for one of the following committees: 

 □ Book sale □ Membership □ Publicity 

 □ Programming □ Executive 

Please tear off and return with your check 
 payable to Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

Your contribution is Tax Deductible 

 □ Friend $10.00 

 □ Family 25.00 

 □ Supporter 50.00 

 □ Patron 100.00 

 □ Benefactor 200.00 

 □ Lifetime Member 500.00 

 □ Other ___________ 

Mail to: Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum, 1 Wendell Avenue, Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Non-Profit Org. 
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Pittsfield, MA 

The Friends of the Berkshire Athenaeum 

1 Wendell Avenue 

Pittsfield, MA 01201 

Don’t miss the Summer Book Sale (see inside) 


